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How To Test Your Garden Soil’s PH Using PH Test
Strips

By Andrew Whitmore September 1, 2024

Understanding the pH level of your garden soil is essential. Soil pH affects nutrient
availability and can influence plant growth, making it important to regularly test and
adjust your soil's pH as necessary. In this guide, I'll walk you through the process of
using pH test strips to determine the pH level of your garden soil, ensuring that you
can provide the best possible growing conditions for your plants.

What Are Test Strips For?

Test strips are used to measure the pH level of a substance, such as soil or water, to
determine its acidity or alkalinity. Soil pH measures the acidity or alkalinity of your
soil, with a pH scale ranging from O to 14. A pH of 7 is considered neutral, while values
below 7 indicate acidic soil and values above 7 indicate alkaline soil. Different plants
thrive in different pH levels; for example, blueberries prefer acidic soil, while many
vegetables and flowers prefer a neutral to slightly acidic pH. Knowing your soil's pH
can help you make informed decisions about which plants to grow and what soil
amendments to add.

What Do You Need For The Test Soil Ph With Strips?
For Soil Ph Test Experiment, You Will Need A Few Simple Materials:

e pH Test Strips: These are inexpensive and can be easily found online or in
garden stores. The strips come with a color scale that helps you determine the
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Once you have your pH reading, compare it
with the optimal pH range for the plants you
wish to grow. If your soil is too acidic or too
alkaline, you may need to amend it by adding
lime (to raise pH) or sulfur (to lower pH).
Regularly testing your soil’s pH will help you

. Insert the Test Strip: After the soil

. Observe the Color Change: As the test

How to Test Your Garden Soil’s pH Using pH Test Strips
pH level based on the color the strip turns
after being in contact with your soil.
Rainwater or Distilled Water: It's
important to use either of these instead of
tap water, as tap water can contain

minerals and chemicals that might skew
your results.

A Bowl: This will be used to mix your soil
sample with water.

Soil Sample: Take a small sample of the soil you want to test, about one to two
tablespoons.

Preparing The Soil Sample

. Collect the Soil Sample: Take one to two tablespoons of soil from your garden

and place it in a bowl. If you're testing multiple areas of your garden, collect
separate samples for each area.

. Mix with Water: Add enough rainwater or distilled water to the soil to create a

consistency similar to that of a milkshake. This mixture ensures that the test
strip will accurately measure the pH of the soil.

. Let It Sit: Allow the mixture to sit for about an hour. This waiting period allows

any chemical reactions between the soil and water to take place, ensuring an
accurate pH reading.

Test Soil PH Using Test Strips

mixture has sat for an hour, insert a pH
test strip into the mixture. Leave it in the
mixture for about 20 to 30 seconds.

strip reacts with the soil mixture, it will

change color. This color corresponds to
the pH level of your soil.

.Rinse and Compare: After the strip has been in the mixture for the allotted

time, remove it and rinse it with distilled water or rainwater. Then, compare the
color of the strip to the provided color scale to determine your soil’s pH.

How To Understand Your Test Strip Results

maintain an ideal growing environment for your
plants.

Why Test Strips Are A Great Solution For PH Control?
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Using pH test strips is a simple and cost-effective way to monitor the pH level of
your garden soil. For just a few dollars, you can gain valuable insights into your soil’s
condition, helping you to make informed decisions about soil amendments and plant
selection. By regularly testing and adjusting your soil’s pH, you can ensure that your
garden remains healthy and productive year after year.
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